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the private and performance lives of five female dancers in western dance history

a lively exploration of the medieval and early modern attitudes towards dance as the

perception of dancers changed from saints dancing after christ into cows dancing after

the devil winner 2024 sponsler award for best first book medieval and renaissance

drama society winner 2022 guittard book award the devil s cows impudent camels or

damsels animated by the devil late medieval and early modern authors used these

descriptors and more to talk about dancers particularly women yet dance was not

always considered entirely sinful or connected primarily to women in some early medieval

texts dancers were exhorted to dance to god arm in arm with their neighbors and

parishes were filled with danced expressions of faith what led to the transformation of

dancers from saints dancing after christ into cows dancing after the devil drawing on

the evidence from medieval and early modern sermons and in particular the narratives of

the cursed carolers and the dance of salome this book explores these changing

understandings of dance as they relate to religion gender sin and community within the

english parish in parishes both before and during the english reformations dance played an

integral role in creating maintaining uniting or fracturing community but as theological

understandings of sacrilege sin and proper worship changed the meanings of dance and

gender shifted as well redefining dance had tangible ramifications for the men and women

of the parish as new definitions of what it meant to perform one s gender collided with

discourses about holiness and transgression leading to closer scrutiny and monitoring of
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the bodies of the faithful

the women profiled here have become masters of their art dancing and choreographing

their way around the world all of them have helped transform their style of dance

paving the way for the next generation as you read about their lives you will see

that these women share a commitment to making a difference in the world of dance and

beyond anna pavlova one of history s greatest ballerinas brought classical ballet to

all corners of the globe geeta chandran a master of indian bharatanatyam has used

dance to protest violence against women judith marcuse choreographs dances that

explore such issues as teen suicide and the environment pearl primus fought against

racism bringing caribbean and african influence to modern dance their passion has left a

lasting mark on the world

the first comprehensive work in english on the three major regional styles of uzbek women

s dance and their broader silk road cultural connections from folklore roots to

contemporary stage dance

how do women set up institutions how has higher education helped or hindered women in

the world of dance these are some of the questions addressed through interviews and

researched by the educators and dancers sharon e friedler and susan b glazer in dancing

female in dealing with some of the tensions joys frustrations and fears women experience

at various points of their creative lives the contributors strike a balance between a

theoretical sense of feminism and its practice in reality this book presents answers to

basic questions about women power and action why do women choreographers choose to

create the dances they do in the manner they do how do women in dance work

independently and organizationally
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the female dancer aims to question dancers relationships with female through the

examination and understandings of biological anatomical scientific and self social identity

the volume gathers voices of dance scientists dance scholars somatic practitioners and

dance artist educators to discuss some of the complexities of identities assumptions and

perceptions of a female dancing body in an intersectional and practically focused manner

the book weaves a journey between scientific and somatic approaches to dance and to

dancing part i bodily knowledge explores body image hormones and puberty and

discussions around somatic responses to the concept of the gaze part ii moving through

change continues to look at strength musculature and female fragility with chapters

interrogating practice around strength training the dancer as an athlete the role of

fascia the pelvic floor pregnancy and post partum experiences and eco somatic

perceptions of feminine in taking up space part iii chapters focus on social cultural and

political experiences of females dancing leadership and longevity in dance part iv embodied

wisdom looks at reflections of the self physiological social and cultural perspectives

of dancing through life with life s seasons from an embodied approach drawing together

lived experiences of dancers in relationship with scientific research this book is ideal for

undergraduate students of dance dance artists and researchers as well as providing

dancers dance teachers healthcare practitioners company managers and those in dance

leadership roles with valuable information on how to support female identifying dancers

through training and beyond

dancing women female bodies onstage is a spectacular and timely contribution to dance

history recasting canonical dance since the early nineteenth century in terms of a

feminist perspective setting the creation of specific dances in socio political and cultural

contexts sally banes shows that choreographers have created representations of women

that are shaped by and that in part shape society s continuing debates about sexuality
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and female identity broad in its scope and compelling in its argument dancing women

provides a series of re readings of the canon from romantic and russian imperial ballet

to contemporary ballet and modern dance investigates the gaps between plot and

performance that create sexual and gendered meanings examines how women s agency is

created in dance through aspects of choreographic structure and style analyzes a range

of women s images including brides mistresses mothers sisters witches wraiths enchanted

princesses peasants revolutionaries cowgirls scientists and athletes as well as the

creation of various women s communities on the dance stage suggests approaches to

issues of gender in postmodern dance using an interpretive strategy different from that of

other feminist dance historians who have stressed either victimization or celebration of

women banes finds a much more complex range of cultural representations of gender

identities
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